The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine has been discussed by historians largely in terms of its role in the development of tropical medicine, so this new history of the School, which gives equal weight to its work on hygiene, is most welcome. Also, the authors have taken the story beyond the "golden age" of imperial medicine before the First World War and paint a detailed picture of the development of the School\'s teaching and research in circumstances that became quite difficult times. Just how difficult these times were is perhaps understated, for example, defending the School against the repeated claim that it was anachronistic to have such an institution in London once Britain had lost its empire, and maintaining an institution dedicated to public health in an era when medical practice became ever more centred on the individual clinical encounter. That said, the authors show that the School survived and flourished due to the quality, value and relevance of its research and teaching, which were adapted by successive directors and departmental heads to changing political, economic and medical contexts.

The story of the foundation and early years of the London School of Tropical Medicine has been told many times, so rightly the authors do not dwell on the period before the 1920s, except to give valuable accounts of the work undertaken on specific vector borne parasitic diseases that so dominated tropical medicine at that time. The account of the coming together of tropical medicine with hygiene shows the many forces that shaped the new institution and in particular emphasizes the roles played by Robert Leiper and Andrew Balfour. They make it clear that "tropical medicine" was not a late addition to plans for a Rockefeller-funded School of Hygiene, but that it was an integral part from its earliest conception. The main body of the book is six chapters on the teaching and research work of different specialisms, beginning with epidemiology and medical statistics, where John Brownlee and Major Greenwood established high standards and diverse interests that were maintained by Austin Bradford Hill and Donald Reid. The early years of bacteriology and immunology in the new School were dominated by W W C Topley, whose renowned textbook, co-authored with G S Wilson, was based on the syllabus taught in the School. Topley and Wilson developed an all-purpose department that was strong in teaching, research, and consultancy, a fact evident in the late 1930s when it was chosen as the base for a new Public Health Laboratory Service, created to deal with anticipated wartime problems with communicable diseases. After 1945, the department\'s work followed general trends in microbiology, with the growth of virology, vaccine development, testing and production, and latterly studies of parasite immunology.

In public health, the School\'s staff are shown to have been leaders rather than followers, with activity grounded in the teaching of the Diploma of Public Health (DPH). The department\'s first head, William Jameson, also served as Dean of the School and left to become Chief Medical Officer, playing a key role in the formulation of plans for a national health service. It was not until the mid-1950s that "social medicine" began to influence public health in the School, but thereafter it became a centre for radicalism and innovation, most notably through the work of Margot Jeffreys and Jerry Morris. The DPH was eventually replaced in 1967 by a Masters in social medicine, research on chronic diseases was added to existing strengths with communicable diseases, and the title public health was eventually replaced by community health. The other three chapters on specialisms cover occupational health, nutrition and the work of the School\'s somewhat anomalous Winches Farm, a field station that had its origins in Leiper\'s enthusiasm for agricultural parasitology and diversified into a research facility for various specialisms. The final chapters return to tropical medicine and map in turn the School\'s overall work from 1919 to 1989. The implication, and this is something that could have been spelt out, is that there were in fact two Schools; one domestically orientated Hygiene School and an international School of Tropical Medicine, which left me wondering about the subtitle of a "quest for global public health". The international work is exemplified in the chapter devoted to malaria, which charts the role of the School in attempts to control the disease, including the eradication years, and highlighting the work of the Ross Institute, which over time became an integral part of the institution.

The book ends with a very useful biographical section of major figures from the School\'s past and present work. This highlights one of the most important features of the book overall, how it reveals the life and times of doctors and scientists of quite exceptional range and achievement in hygiene and tropical medicine. My appetite was certainly wetted for biographical studies of Robert Leiper, George MacDonald, and Alan Woodruff amongst many others.
